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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office action is responsive to the amendment filed 18 May 2005. 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 3 1 and 43 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. The rejection of claims 3 1 and 43 is given below. 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 38, 39, 49 and 50 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 
The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of making 
and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode 
contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

4. Claims 31, 32, 43 and 44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as failing to 
comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which 
was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled in the 
relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had possession of the 
claimed invention. Contrary to the limitation in claims 3 1 and 43 that the secondary component 
continues operating if the first identifier is not compatible with the second identifier, the 
specification teaches that the secondary component is disabled (fig. 3, disable module; 
paragraphs 22 and 27). Claims 43 and 44 depend, respectively, on claims 3 1 and 43. 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 
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5. Claims 38, 39, 43, 49, 50 and 56 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claims 38 and 39 recite the limitation "the non-volatile memory" in line 12. Claims 49 
and 50 recite the limitation "the non-volatile memory" in line 15. Claim 43 recites the limitation 
"a second ide primary component" in lines 5-6. Claim 56 recites the limitation "the first 
interface" in line 6. There is insufficient antecedent basis for these limitations in the claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

6. Claims 39 and 50 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Goers et 
al., U.S. Patent No. 6,661,236 ("Goers"). 

As per claim 39, Goers teaches a method comprising: 

providing a primary electronic component having a first identifier, wherein the first 
identifier includes branding information corresponding to the primary electronic component (fig. 
1, base unit 1 and interface 3; col. 4, lines 1-4; col. 5, lines 56-67, signal processing means 12 
inherently has first identifier in order to perform step 506); 
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providing a secondary electronic component having a second identifier stored therein, 
wherein the second identifier includes branding information corresponding to the secondary 
electronic component (fig. 1, pluggable electrical unit 2 with ROM 21); 

coupling the secondary component to the primary component wherein coupling the 
secondary component to the primary component comprises coupling the secondary component to 
the primary component via a first interconnect which is configured to transfer data between the 
secondary component and the primary component during normal operation and via a second 
interconnect which is configured to transfer data between the secondary component and the 
primary component for the purposes of comparing the first identifier to the second identifier and 
wherein the second interconnect is an Inter-IC bus (fig. 1, via module bus 43" and identification 
bus 41"; col. 3, lines 61-67); 

comparing the first identifier to the second identifier (fig. 2, step 506); 

operating the primary component in conjunction with the secondary component if the 
first identifier is compatible with the second identifier (fig. 2, steps 507-510); and 

operating the primary component without the secondary component if the first identifier 
is not compatible with the second identifier (fig. 2, steps 550-552). 

As per claim 50, Goers teaches a system comprising: 

a primary electronic component having a first identifier, wherein the first identifier 
includes branding information corresponding to the primary electronic component (fig. 1, base 
unit 1 and interface 3; col. 4, lines 1-4; col. 5, lines 56-67, signal processing means 12 inherently 
has first identifier in order to perform step 506); and 
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a secondary electronic component having a second identifier stored therein, wherein the 
second identifier includes branding information corresponding to the secondary electronic 
component, the secondary component is configured to be coupled to the primary component (fig. 
1, pluggable electrical unit 2 with ROM 21), the primary component is configured to compare 
the first identifier to the second identifier, the primary component is configured to enable 
operation in conjunction with the secondary component if the first identifier is compatible with 
the second identifier and operate without secondary component if the first identifier is not 
compatible with the second identifier (fig. 2, steps 506, 507-510 and 550-552; col. 6, lines 1-26), 
the secondary component to the primary component via a first interconnect which is configured 
to transfer data between the secondary component and the primary component during normal 
operation and via a second interconnect which is configured to transfer data between the 
secondary component and the primary component for the purposes of comparing the first 
identifier to the second identifier and wherein the second interconnect is an Inter-IC bus (fig. 1, 
via module bus 43" and identification bus 41" ; col. 3, lines 61-67). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 38, 48 and 56-58 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Goers et al., U.S. Patent No. 6,661,236 ("Goers"), in view of Locker et al., U.S. Patent No. 
6,477,603 ("Locker"). 
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As per claim 38, Goers teaches a method comprising: 

providing a primary electronic component having a first identifier, wherein the first 
identifier includes branding information corresponding to the primary electronic component (fig. 
1, base unit 1 and interface 3; col. 4, lines 1-4; col. 5, lines 56-67, signal processing means 12 
inherently has first identifier in order to perform step 506); 

providing a secondary electronic component having a second identifier stored therein, 
wherein the second identifier includes branding information corresponding to the secondary 
electronic component (fig. 1, pluggable electrical unit 2 with ROM 21); 

coupling the secondary component to the primary component wherein coupling the 
secondary component to the primary component comprises coupling the secondary component to 
the primary component via a first interconnect which is configured to transfer data between the 
secondary component and the primary component during normal operation and via a second 
interconnect which is configured to transfer data between the secondary component and the 
primary component for the purposes of comparing the first identifier to the second identifier 
(fig. 1, via module bus 43" and identification bus 41"); 

comparing the first identifier to the second identifier (fig. 2, step 506); 

operating the primary component in conjunction with the secondary component if the 
first identifier is compatible with the second identifier (fig. 2, steps 507-510); and 

operating the primary component without the secondary component if the first identifier 
is not compatible with the second identifier (fig. 2, steps 550-552). 

However, Goers does not expressly teach that the first interconnect is a PCI bus. Locker 
teaches PCI as a well-known protocol for a module bus that is used in conjunction with an 
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identification bus (figs 1-3, PCI Bus 208; col. 3, lines 27-37). At the time of the invention, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to apply Locker's PCI bus to Goers' 
first interconnect, as the PCI Specification is well-known in the art. 

As per claim 48, Goers teaches a system comprising: 

a primary electronic component having a first identifier, wherein the first identifier 
includes branding information corresponding to the primary electronic component (fig. 1, base 
unit 1 and interface 3; col. 4, lines 1-4; col 5, lines 56-67, signal processing means 12 inherently 
has first identifier in order to perform step 506); and 

a secondary electronic component having a second identifier stored therein, wherein the 
second identifier includes branding information corresponding to the secondary electronic 
component, the secondary component is configured to be coupled to the primary component (fig. 
1, pluggable electrical unit 2 with ROM 21), the primary component is configured to compare 
the first identifier to the second identifier, the primary component is configured to enable 
operation in conjunction with the secondary component if the first identifier is compatible with 
the second identifier and operate without secondary component if the first identifier is not 
compatible with the second identifier (fig. 2, steps 506, 507-510 and 550-552; col. 6, lines 1-26), 
the secondary component to the primary component via a first interconnect which is configured 
to transfer data between the secondary component and the primary component during normal 
operation and via a second interconnect which is configured to transfer data between the 
secondary component and the primary component for the purposes of comparing the first 
identifier to the second identifier (fig. 1, via module bus 43" and identification bus 41"). 
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However, Goers does not expressly teach that the first interconnect is a PCI bus. Locker 
teaches PCI as a well-known protocol for a module bus that is used in conjunction with an 
identification bus (figs 1-3, PCI Bus 208; col. 3, lines 27-37). At the time of the invention, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to apply Locker's PCI bus to Goers' 
first interconnect, as the PCI Specification is well-known in the art. 

As per claim 56, Goers teaches an electrical component configured to have a secondary 
component coupled thereto (fig. 1, base unit 1 coupled to pluggable electrical unit 2), wherein 
the electrical component comprises: 

a functional portion (fig. 1, power supply 11); 

an interface configured to couple the functional portion to a secondary component (fig. 1, 
interface 3; col. 4, lines 1-4); 

a first identifier includes branding information corresponding to the electrical component 
(col. 5, lines 56-67, signal processing means 12 inherently has first identifier in order to perform 
step 506); and 

a comparator configured to receive a second identifier, including branding information 
corresponding to the second component, from the secondary component and to compare the first 
identifier to the second identifier, wherein the comparator is configured to enable operation in 
conjunction with the secondary component if the first identifier is compatible with the second 
identifier and operate without the secondary component if the first identifier is not compatible 
with the second identifier (fig. 1, signal processing 12; fig. 2, steps 506, 507-510 and 550-552; 
col. 5, lines 56-67; col. 6, lines 1-26). 
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Goers teaches a non- volatile memory for storing the second identifier (fig. 1, ROM 21; 
col. 3, lines 56-60), but doe not expressly teach a counterpart non-volatile memory for storing the 
first identifier. At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art to implement such a counterpart non-volatile memory, so as to retain information in the 
electrical component. 

While Goers teaches the interface comprises a first interconnect (fig. 1, module bus 43"), 
Goers does not expressly teach that the first interconnect is a PCI bus. Locker teaches PCI as a 
well-known protocol for a module bus that is used in conjunction with an identification bus (figs 
1-3, PCI Bus 208; col, 3, lines 27-37). At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art to apply Locker's PCI bus to Goers' first interconnect, as the 
PCI Specification is well-known in the art. 

As per claim 57, Goers teaches a serial bus configured to be coupled to the secondary 
component, wherein the electrical component is configured to receive the second identifier via 
the serial bus (fig. 1, identification bus 41"). 

As per claim 58, Goers teaches the serial bus comprises an Inter-IC bus (col. 3, lines 61- 

67). 

8. Claims 40, 41, 51 and 52 are rejected under 35 U.S. C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Goers et al., U.S. Patent No. 6,661,236 ("Goers"), as applied to claims 39 and 50 above, and 
further in view of SBS Implemented Forum, "System Management Bus (SMBus) 
Specification", Version 2.0, 3 August 2000 ("SBS"). 
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As per claims 40 and 5 1, Goers does not expressly teach the first identifier and the 
second identifier are OEM identities. SBS teaches SMBus is based on Inter-IC protocol (sec. 
1.1) and is used to check OEM identities (sees. 5.6.1 & 5.6.3.1 1-12). At the time of the 
invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to apply SBS's checking 
OEM identities to Goers' method and system, as checking OEM identities is standard procedure. 

As per claims 41 and 52, SBS teaches comparing identifiers during boot-up (sees. 3.1.4.2 
& 5.6.3.11-12). 

9. Claims 59-62 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Goers/Locker, as applied to claims 38 and 49 above, and further in view of SBS Implemented 
Forum, "System Management Bus (SMBus) Specification", Version 2.0, 3 August 2000 

("SBS"). 

As per claims 60 and 61, Goers does not expressly teach the first identifier and the 
second identifier are OEM identities. Locker teaches using an SMBus to check an identifier (fig. 
3). SBS teaches SMBus is based on Inter-IC protocol (sec. 1 . 1) and is used to check OEM 
identities is standard procedure (sees. 5.6. 1 & 5.6.3.1 1-12). At the time of the invention, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to apply SBS's checking OEM 
identities to Goers' method and system, as checking OEM identities is standard procedure. 

As per claims 59 and 62, SBS teaches comparing identifiers during boot-up (sees. 3.1.4.2 
& 5.6.3.11-12). 



Application/Control Number: 09/683,428 Page 1 1 

Art Unit: 2115 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Albert Wang whose telephone number is 571-272-3669. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F (9:30 - 6:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas C. Lee can be reached on 571-272-3667. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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